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Halfmoon Lake

Natural Area

Order-in-council (OC)
Recreation

213

378/87

480

0.00 ha. (0.00 ac.)
330.55 ha. (816.78 ac.)
330.55 ha. (816.78 ac.)
none

54.0517211044 N, -113.348577727 W
Boreal

Dry Mixedwood

Il

Parks Division
780-675-8213
Volunteer(s) 2
Volunteer(s) 3

yes

No Surface Access
Halfmoon Lake

cross-country skiing, fishing, hiking front country,
horseback riding, snowshoeing

Notes: Halfmoon Lake Natural Area consists of sandy, rolling landscapes dominated by open
jack pine woods and mixed pine & aspen forest; moister upland sites support aspen-balsam
poplar mixedwood forest, white spruce forest, alder shrubland & meadows rich with herbs; in
depressions, there are black spruce peatlands, willow & dwarf birch shrublands, & tamarack-birch

swamps.

This site lies in the Boreal Forest Natural Region, Dry Mixedwood Sub-region. The Dry
Mixedwood Sub-region is the only Boreal Forest sub-region that does not have excellent
representation within Alberta's parks and protected areas network. There are still significant
shortfalls in the glacial lakebed, ground moraine, sandplain and sand dune natural history
themes. Listed in “Other Natural Areas”.



Fishing: Halfmoon Lake is used year-round for fishing; access to the lake is somewhat difficult,
but there are trails leading to the water. Fish species include Fathead Minnow, Northern Pike and
Yellow Perch.

CulturalSite - St. Mary's Church is at Mile 42 of Athabasca Landing Trail. The site has informative
signage & provides the best access to Athabasca Landing Trail. The church is at Waugh, 1.6 km
south & 1.6 km west of the natural area.

Historic Trail - Athabasca Landing Trail is a portage route established in the 1870s for horse-
drawncarts travelling between Ft. Edmonton & what is now the Town of Athabasca; northbound
people & goods used the trail for several decades. (Alberta Parks web site, 2012).

Halfmoon Lake NA Needs Your Help!

After 32 years of work, the battle to protect the Halfmoon Lake Natural Area is being lost. Since this
spring, our trail system has been degraded to a point where one loop is no longer safe for hikers and
horse riders, and others are at the breaking point.

Fall view from one of the trails at Halfmoon Lake NA

July 21° was different. While | was driving home on Range Road 234, a dirt biker ripped out of the
trail at the north end of a nearby Nature Conservancy property (where it is blockaded and clearly signed)
and crossed right in front of me. | had to brake hard to avoid hitting him. He performed donuts in the
road, spraying gravel all over my car, then drove up to my window and threatened to 'kick the shit out of
me, find out where I live and burn my house down'. | had not engaged, nor was | trying to engage, this
man.

| reported the incident to the RCMP, but the cons-table who responded said that they are stretched
to the limit. Something must be done to put an end to this 'wild west' mentality! Westlock, Sturgeon and
Thorhild Counties share responsibility for the lawlessness in the Halfmoon Lake area. The area is in no-
man's-land - 22 miles from the Westlock and Morinville detachments and 18 miles from the Redwater
detachment. Patrols are few and far between, and if you call for assistance dispatch doesn't know where
to direct your call. Vandalism and crime have become commonplace. The provincial government and
departments that should be monitoring and policing crown lands must also share the blame.

You can help! Please contact your local councilors, MLAs and other officials and demand a greater
police presence in this area. Talk to friends and neighbors; email, text, tweet or use other social media to
spread the word. If you know someone in the media tell them our story. If you have suggestions to deal
with OHVs, please share them with me (rdesmet@mcsnet.ca). Thirty-two years of stewardship is a long
time. My fear is that it will all be undone if something doesn't change soon. Please help.

Richard DeSmet (SAPAA Newsletter Aug 2014)
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Field Trips To Halfmoon Lake - July 18", 2015

TheHalfmoonLake NaturalAreais about25 km northof Bon Accordin Sturgeon
County.We arrivedon a sunny,warmsummerday aftera moderatelyheavyrain, so
everythingwaslooking verdant.Nine participantancludedfive membersf the Rainbow
EquestriarSociety(RES),the VolunteerStewardGroupfor the NaturalArea.
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Enjoying the greeneryon a beautiful summer day

Theprotectedandin this area(northof TownshipRoad584 andwestof RangeRoad
232)includesabout8 quartersectionsassembledhroughthe cooperativeefforts of the
AlbertaNaturalAreasprogram[+880 acres] the NatureConservancyf CanadgNCC)
[320 acres]andthe RainbowEquitationSociety(RES)[80 acres].Detailedmap
informationwasavailablein brochuren-site.

In themorningwe visitedthe NW Albertaquarter(the Raven/GhosHorseHills Loop)
which containsalargevariety of landscapeandplantcommunitiesjncluding steephills
andwell drainedsoils. At the southwestcornerof this quarterwe founda lookoutwith a
magnificentsemicirculaview to the south,westandnorthoverlookingforests,a
wetland,agriculturaldevelopmentandafew signsof humanhabitation A truly
inspirationalviewpoint!

Our hosts RichardandVeraDeSmetprovidedsomeinterestinghistoricalbackground.

In the 19th century,atrail connectinghe AthabascaandNorth Saskatchewawatersheds
ranthroughthearea,andevidenceof rutsmadeby RedRiver wagonss still visible.
HalfmoonLake NaturalAreawasestablishedby Orderin-Councilin 1971.Richardand
Verastartedtakingcareof thesitein 1980.In 1987,the VolunteerStewardd”rogram
beganandRichardandVeraplusthe RESbecamé/olunteerStewardsin 2004,the RES
wasgiventhe Award of Excellencefor Stewardshigpy the provinceof Alberta.In 2001,
the Societypurchasedn 80-acrepropertythatlinked thetwo parcelswhich makeup the
HalfmoonLake NaturalArea. Theyalsonegotiatedvith locallandownersaandmadea
downpaymenton 320acresadjoiningthe NaturalArea;a parcelnow ownedby NCC.



A wide variety of vegetatiorexistsin the north- westpartof the governmenproperty.
Treesincludedwhite sprucejack pine,asperandbirch; shrubsincludedbeakechazelnut
(lots of immaturefruit), saskatoortheavilyloadedwith ripe fruit), pin cherry(mostly
barren)andbractechoneysuckleA vegetatiorhighlight wasre-discoveryof two patches
of groundpine.On anothermartof thetrail, patchesf tansywerefound,whichthe RES
intendsto eradicateHugecow parsnipqtaller than2 m) werefound,aswell aswhite and
redbaneberrywild sarsaparillastarfloweredS o | o nseah 6 s

X

Hubert takesa momentto relax and enjoy the pineson the August 5" trip

After lunchatthe RESpicnic facilities, we circled the two northernquartersof the east
portionof the HalfmoonLake NaturalArea(Bridge Trail/Rim Trail loop) which, at
times,allowedglimpsesof HalfmoonLake andthe propertiesbeyond.Exceptfor the
slopesandgulliesborderingthelake,with theirrich variety of vegetationthelandscape
wasflat, dominatedoy scrubjack pineandaspenwith fleabaneandgoldenaster
bloomingeverywhereandsagegprovidingmostof thegroundcover.This partof thetrail
wasdegradedy ATVs, which fortunatelywereabsentlsewhereAlong thetrail onthe
slopesto HalfmoonLake we discoveredwo patchef a mysteryplantwhich waslater
identifiedasspottedcoralroot.

Thetrip endedaround3 p.m.;it washotandmostof thegroupwasexhaustedThiswasa
goodouting.l only wishedmorepeoplehadcomeoutto participatein the experienceOn
theotherhand,it probablyindicateshow extremelylucky we arein Albertathattreasures
of this naturego largelyunnoticed evenby dedicatechaturalistsThe DeSnmetsandRES
extendedaninvitation to naturalistgroupsandindividualsfor futurevisits. Theyareto be
commendedor theirwork in assemblinghis largeconservatiorarea,for building visitor
facilities andtrail signs,andfor their ongoingeffortsto maintainthesitein its natural
state. Hubert TaubeT text & photos



Spotted ralroot

‘Hidden structure near the trail

Hubertsangthe praisef this NaturalAreasomuchthaton August5" a groupof four of
usdecidedo undertakeanii u n o f JAPAATfieddIt r iwgh, Hobertretracingrouteshe
hadtakenin mid-July underthe guidanceof thedeSmetsl wasparticularlydelighted
with theabundancef nativegrassesn the variousplantcommunitieswith thealien
smoothbromeandtimothy (signalingthe humanfootprint) only rareoccurrencesn the
asperwoods,purpleoatgrassvasparticularlycommon,outnumberinghelargerosettes
of hairywild rye, aswell aswhite-grainedmountainricegrassandfringedbrome.

Cow-wheat, aroot parasite, growsin well-drained pine stands



In theopenlichen-bearberrypatchesmostof the groundcoverwasprovidedby poverty
oatgrassandthin-leavedclumpsof northernricegrasspunctuatedy tufts of Junegrass.
Intermediateatgras®ccurredon the moredisturbedsandysoils nearthe entranceo the
RESfacilities. Depressionaspotsin deepwoodlandharboredmarshreedgrassnd,
occasionallydroopingwoodreed.Wheatgrasseserelikely morecommonthanthar
sporadigpaniclesndicated.

In termsof wildflowers (forbs) we weredefinitely into the blueandgold flowers of late
summerandfall, the blue of asters, smooth fleabamel Alaska harebell and the gold of
goldenasters, goldenrods and wormwoods.

e

Denseshrubs filled th‘eunderstorey of aspenstands

Conspicuousruits includedthoseof velvetleavedblueberrywild redraspberrythe
reflexedcrimsoncapsule®f spottedcoralrootorchid,andtheround,orangeandred
berriesof fairybells,a plantsocommonin oneareaof thewoodsthatwe namedit
fairybellsglade.

Congratulationso the RES,who haveworkedso hardto extendandmaintainthe area
underprotectionthroughacquisitionandmanagementt preserves landscapeypical of
thesandhillsregionnorthof Edmontonin anearpristineconditionwhile makingit
accessibleia trails to hikers,equestrianandberry-pickers.Consideringhatthe fatesof
someNaturalAreasarenow uncertainandsomehavealreadybeenlost to development
andATV abusethisis anespeciallyworthwhile accomplishment.



Of coursewe got wet on this showeryday, but aftermonthsof droughtwe consideredt a
rarepleasurdo walk in therain. We left manykilometres of trails unexploredandplan
to gobacksoon!

Fairybells in fruit

PatsyCotterill T text & photos



