
Stewards of Alberta's Protected Areas Association (SAPAA) 

NEWSLETTER NO. 18, SEPTEMBER 2007 

UPCOMING EVENT 

.Annual General Meeting, Saturday, October 2oth 
Please join us at the Kerry Wood Nature Centre in Red Deer (see the attached sheet for the full 
program and map to the Centre) for our annual get-together, which includes presentations, our 
AGM, and a short field trip to blow the cobwebs away before we head home mid-afternoon. 
This year h e  are fortunate to habe Bill Werry, the new Assistant Deputy Minister, of Parks, Conservation, Recreation and 
Sport in Alberta Tourism, Parks, Recreation and Culture, come out and provide us with his "fresh l o o k  at Parks and 
Protected Areas. We are pleased to see that he is continuing the tradition of accessibility established by former ADM, John 
Kristensen, who retired this past spring. (Best wishes for a happy retirement, John.) Bill's academic background is science 
and he has 30 years of experience working in the public and not-for-profit sectors. 
Also joining us again at the AGM will be Rebecca Reeves, ParksWatch Program Coordinator, CPAWS (Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society), Northern Alberta Chapter. We enjoyed Rebecca's talk and enthusiasm immensely when she 
presented at our AGM a couple of years ago, and look forward to hearing about her work since then. She is the main author 
of a recently released CPAWS report entitled "The State of Alberta's Parks and Protected Areas: an analysis of the 
challenges and opportunities for ecological integrity," the theme of her presentation. Rebecca has a B.Sc. in Environmental 
and Conservation Sciences. She was the co-founder of the CPAWS Northern Alberta ParksWatch Program and has 
coordinated the program's research, outreach and fundraising efforts for over 2 years. To get a heads-up on the CPAWS 
report, check out their website at www.coawsnab.org and click on "June 13, 2007, "Poor Parks. .." in the right-hand column. 
After both talks there will be an opportunity for questions and lively discussion. 
In this era of rampant development in Alberta, increasing concern about the sustainability of our resources such as water, 

' ,  and some surplus money in our government coffers, now more than ever the time is ripe to express our support for our 
protected areas and make our wishes known to government for their secure future. Please set aside this day to update 
yourselves on plans and prospects for our P!PA, and reaf'firm your sense of commitment and community-of-interest with 
fellow Stewards! 
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b-Uon-intrusiv~ :1ctivitiesv - ..4 Definition (for consiileration at the l\(;hI) 
l_,n,i~.r S;\l'.\.,\'s byl;l\-\1~, 171enil~ers ~ r c  1-e~juirci1 10 be in  gcneral :igrc.cmt.nt \\.ith rile purposes o f  t h t  .\s5oci;:~ion. This i 

1112l~1cies p ro~no t i~~g  prcsr.rvation, protecriun iind restoration of the ccalogical integrity of .Alberta's Protected .\rc;is, ; ~ n d  
ilsing these arcas for educational. rcscarch and non-intrusive ~iature-oriented activities, compatible 1 4 i t h  cach indibidu~ii site. 
. \ t  S,\P.\;l's I ~ s t  ,-\G%l (,Oct ZOOti), [he Bo,ird was ciil-ccted to come up \\it11 n i!etinition of .non-intrusi~~e actil iti2s.' so itlilt 
srs\\ards or potentiai stc\v:trcis of i\ibert:i's I-'rotected ..\reas understand what is me;!nr b j  tllis phrase. 
rlie Board is proposing the following Ct:liliition of recreational 'lion-iritrusi\e actibitics' as "activities that can be sustained 
icithout impacting tht: biologic:il divtrsity of;in area. or impinging on the enjoyment of other minimal impact users". See 
,tlso articles in i~~v,sIcttcrs = 14 (February, ZOOeij ,~nd .: 1 6  ( XIdrch, 1007) discussing the various points. This definition will 
:hcrel'ore be brought forward ;lr our A(-i\.I on Oct. 30 for discussion and cl:\ritication ;!nd c~)uld then be incliidcd in 
S:\P.\A's policies. This ~vould not require a bylaw change. You art. encourugrd to come to the meeting and take part in this 
discussion. 
(?ur P:lrks and Protected .\r<as 3re hcing incre:ising prebsurc liom the rising population atid ne\i recreational deinands. By 
promoting this sort ofecologicall~ sensitive and respectfi~l usage. ~vith some necessary limitations trom the c a q  ing 
c.lpacity ofeach site, it should bc possible for a significant number of people to obtain ;in apti~nal experience, tcithout 
de~tl-oyi~ig the cc~tisc.r\ ation objcctivt.. 

!',\ST ES'ENT 
Annual Volunteer Stewards' Conference, Crimson Lake Provincial Park, 7-9th September, 2007 
By Hubert Taube 
I'his >car's Conference concentrated on celebration ofthe 75 >,ears' esistcnce of Alberta Probincia1 Parks. \io seminars or 
expert talks were schrciuled. Instead, stewards participated i n  ;I range of outdoor activities: hiking, canoeing, horseback 
riding and GPS usage. Opporrunities for informal interaction between departmental staff(about 30) and Volunteer Steuards 
were atso provided, of course. 
l'he conference was attended by about 130 volunteers, approximately 20 of whom were Natural Areas Volunteer Stewards. 
rile main event was the 'Annual Banquet. hosted by Doug Marvin. Head of Stewardship Ser\ices. VIPs in attendance werc: 
I') Luncl, hILi1, Rock) Xlountain I-louse, 13ill Symko, Deputy Mayor, Koclcy .\lountain Hoitse and sill Uerrj.. (nzwj . , , . 
.I\ssistant Dep~~ty  Minister, Parks, Conservation. Recreation and Sport nibision. 
.\wards were presented by blLA Ty Lund. Of special interest to Volunteer Stewards: 
(jutstanding Indi\idual Stward,  Elmar ,.lugart, Lloyd Crcek Natural .-\re2 2nd Outstanding Stew;.ird Group, Beavtrhill Bird 
(?bser\iatory Socidty. Liccepted by Chuck Priestley. 
T!ie banquet spcech was delivered by Carey Booth. Hcad of Visitor Se1-vices, F i ~ h  Creel, Provincial Park. and \+as entitled 
"75 Years of Provincial Parks - 4 Cciebrstion." He provicied a sutnm:lr> of the ltistorq of the approsimately 520 P/Pi\ sites, 
:cfcn.ing to rhe shift ofetnphasis ti.om cecreation to conserv:ttit:)n. Iie :,tr,:ss,;.d the iimpul-tance ol'P:P,is for cd~lc~t ion,  11ati11.c 

.::;perienccs and biologii.r~l research. The presentation i.onc!uded LL ith 3 i?ictlire shu~v ii.om nboiit 20 diiikrcnt Provincial 
Parks. 

S.\P.\A Officers. 2005-2007 

' 'Fhe following Mere ePectetl by acclamation at .ihe last I I 
iG31: President - Peter Kershaa-: \'-P - Hubert TauRc: i 

1 Tr-t.asurcr/?~!crr~hcrship Secre-tap - 3larilyn Shanngorr: 
i :<ccortliilg C;c.crt.tar-y - .Uison Din~voos-lie; Directors: .Jim 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR PARKS AND PROTECTED AREAS? 

Bv Alison Dill woodie 

Do you want to know what is happening in your Parks and Protected Areas? 
-Join SAPAA and find out! 

Do you want to have a voice at  the table when Parks policies are being discussed? -Join SAPAA and 
support our efforts on your behalf! 

SAPAA's Board of Directors usually meets with 
Parks and Protected Areas (P PA) personnel every 
year to discuss matters of  importance to Stewards and 
P PA in general. The following are some notes from 
the Board's meeting on May 30th this year \v ith P/PA 
officials, as well as  from further conversations 1 had 
with them at the recent Volunteer Stewards 
Conference at Crimson Lake on 7-9th September. 

Future of Parks and Protected Areas? 
The Strategic Direction for Parks document (the 
Plan), which was presented at the Stewards 
Conference in Lac La Biche last year, is still making 
its rounds. Various stakeholders, including 
representatives from the OHV organizations, 
attended a meeting with the planning team of P!PA to 
discuss the Plan. We were somewhat miffed to learn 
that SAPAA had apparently not been invited to 
represent the Stewards, but then we  discovered that 
this was the result of miscommunication rather than 
neglect. Better communication from officials to  
Stewards is required to avoid such misunderstandings 
in the future. 

The general direction of  Parks policy is to address 
Premier Stelmach's mandate for parks: "to 
accommodate population growth and improve quality 
of life opportunities." Talking to PIPA people at the 
Stewards Conference, they all kept assuring me that 
conservation/preservation is the most important 
objective for Parks. and this reflects public opinion: 
several polls back this up, it's not just stewards' 
pleas! I suggested that if public recreation is being 
promoted it should be towards more low-impact. 
sustainable activities. In addition to all Parks' pretty 
publicit) pictures. they need more public cducatii~n to 
highlight \chat are unaccuptable activities (t.g.. 
pict~lres of OHVs ripping LIP the land, analoguus to 
l';irhs C~lnada's pictures of bears in camp cvolcrs! j. 
, \s  lieard earlier this )car, inure money Iias bcc11 
gibcn to Parks which, laudably, IILIS  been i i i rcct~d 
to\vards refurbishing a ri~~iiiber of the k q  Procinciul 
i'ar'ks. I hr: geric~.al tcciing of  Parhs stal-t is that 
rhinss arc s1ov.i) rurning their \ lay ;iiid \lie\, f2cl 
:nore optiniistic about thc t i ~ t ~ ~ r c  tliarl for soine tinic. 

(This is no doubt why, apart from the fact that this is 
the Parks' 75th anniversary. they felt that celebration 
should be the theme of  the fall Stewards' 
conference.) 

Some good news is the recent announcement o f  the 
creation of  two new parks in the Drayton Valley area, 
Eng!e Point Provincid Park 2nd Blue Rapids 
Provincial Recreat~on Area. These parks include four 
Natural Areas (NAs): N. Saskatchewan, Drayton 
Valley, Pembina Field and Washout Saskatchewan, 
plus extra crown land, w h ~ c h  means that the lands in 
the former NAs will now receive a higher degree of  
protection (and better management of  OHVs). 

However, the bad news is that we may see more 
trade-offs that will involve losses like the unfortunate 
ceding o f  the Astotin and North of  Bruderheim 
Natural Areas to  the "Industrial Heartland" 
development northeast of Edmonton The proposal is 
to exchange these lands for additions of  land to 
protected areas elsewhere, if the traded land is of 
greater ecological and economic value (see bottom of 
page 4). The long-term position will be to consider 
whether the exchange is of  greater benefit to  the 
public than maintaining small isolated islands 
(regardless o f  their unique ecology?). Parks' 
rationale is lo look at bigger-picture, more coherent 
units of  protection, e.g., the Red Deer River and the 
N. Saskatchewan River (which is being nominated as 
a Heritage River). Hence our advice to Stewards 
who wish to hang on to their Natural Area is: 
make sure you have strong local support, as  well 
as support from the municipality and your MLA, 
for your NA, particularly if it is only designated 
by a Protective Notation (PNT) and not by Order- 
in-Council. Lte wish that Steivards coltid be better 
informed about the status oftlicir Nat~iral ,.\reas and 
thcir likuiy fut~ire - ivcll allcad of the press relcnscs, 
tbr instance! 

.Management of P:PA 
In a mrijor cliangu. Parks have signed a 
41emorandum o f  Cnderstanding 11 ith tiit 
Sust;~inablc licsoi~rci. [lc\clop~i?t.nt :)cpartnicnt .ii.~cli 
that P:irks i v i l l  !,kc the lcaJ in rilanagcmcrit ot ' l)  I > . \  
011 p1.117Iic I;i~i~is.  L ~ l t l i o ~ ~ g t ~  ~ l l  p i i t l i~ \  ;ire >~~pp, . , scJ  
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continue \vorking together. The ,MOU still has to go 
There is concern as to how this \\..ill nork out in 
practice for Steu'ards, particularl) until more new 
staff are trained. Stewards should make sure that their 
concerns are brought to the attention of these new 
land managers. (You may wish to tind out about u 110 
these people are yourselves, as rarely do Stewards 
hear from the administrators in this regard.) 

Dispositions that were previously under Forestry, 
Lands and Wildlife will now be under P/PA. The 
Public Lands Act still provides the authority for 
P!PA, but PIPA needs to stand up to the energy 
industry, in particular. However. I was assured that 
Parks will maintain a strong position at the current 
provincial Land Use Framework discussions and not 
just be a passive observer as in the past. P!PA will 
need all the support Stewards can give them to 
maintain their mandate of primary protection! 
OHV activity in particuiar remains a major problem. 
Parks staff, and other managers, share our concern. 
SAPAA emphasised again the need for stronger 
legislation - signs can be too easily ignored by 
thoughtless users. Legislation is apparently being 
worked on (slowly!), but it can take at least two years 
for even minor amendments to pass. Enforcement 
and penalties must be adequate for legislation to be 
effective. 
Stewardship Program 
Doug Marvin, Head of Stewardship Services, has 
been looking at a new direction for the Stewardship 
program. We had hoped there tvould be more 
information available on this at the Conference, but 
there was none, not even any general discussion. 
(Our constant theme is better and more timely 
communication!) 
Doug did discuss with us in the summer what we 
considered the hrrrrirrs and brnrjit.~ for Stewards of 
the Stewards Program. Barriers include the lack of 
back-up dealing with abusers, legislation and 
enforcement, coordination with other 
staffldepartments, and communication, particularly 
with action responses to Stewards' reports. Staff 
admitted that sometimes it was difficult to get 
information from other departments, when personnel 
are constantly changing. 

Loss of Astotin and part  of North 

--..i through the (slow!) process of legal ratification. f 
', 6; major benefit for Stewards was identified asthe : 

opportunity to focus their interest on a particular area. 
and so gain greater kno\+ledge and appreciation for it, 
particularly over time. ilnother benefit is assisting in 
its long-term conserv:ition. working with government 
ofticials and having some input into site 
management. This used to be much more the case in 
the past. when Stewards felt they were treated more 
as partners with value placed on their in-depth 
knowledge, and less as unpaid workers. 
Communication (and the Stewards Conference) 
Communication is mentioned frequently as a 
signiticant factor in the success. or otherwise, of 
Stewardship activities. The recent PiPA's 
"Volunteer Conference to Celebrate our Volunteers 
and the 75th Anniversary of P!PAn was successful as 
just that. (See also Hubert Taube's notes on the 
meeting.) We all celebrated a very pleasant weekend 
at Crimson Lake Provincial Park, September 7-9th, 
consisting of outdoor activities, entertainment and a 
visit to the nearby Parks Canada Rocky Mountain 
Historical Site. Also included was accommodation at 
the Pioneer Lodge and excellent food - and all for 
free! Stewards were recognized with presentations 
and speeches, and Parks were honoured in a fine 
presentation by Carey Booth. 

Nevertheless, these Conferences are the one time in 
I 

the year when PIPA staff have an opportunity to 
present and discuss their policies to Stewards. discuss 
site management issues, and help in problem-solving. 
Also, interesting and useful sessions are usually 
presented. This year, these opportunities were 
lacking, which means a two-year gap before they will 
arise again - too long to keep up with the rapid pace 
of developments. This may explain the poor turnout 
of the Stewards, and the absence of a number of 
active 'regulars.' About one-fifth of the participants 
were Stewards of P.'PA (less than I0 % of all 
Stewards'?). I found myself repeating the need for 
better communication when I was talking with the 
various Parks personnel there, but 1 was also trying, I 
hope, to suggest a few potential solutions. 

of Bruderheim Natural Areas 
On ?/lay 29'" this year P'PA staf'fcallcd 11 i~lccting in r o r t  S;~skatcht.w;t~~ io arlrlvunce t'orniallq to the Fort Saskatche\van ihaturai~st 
Socict! (I-SNS). the Stewards of Astotin Natural ,\rea, and other interested parties, that the Cio\crnment of,-'\lbctta is considering a 
proposal to cede this natural area and approximately half of  North ot'Brudcrheitn N;ituraI ,lrea to psibate interests for dtsvelopment in 
the "Industrial Flcartland" area no~tlit:rist ot'Fort Saskntcht:~~;ln. .\ccording to Do~lg Bo\%cs. Llanagcr. Pariis Sen  ice. Policy and [.md 
I .se Planning, this \vould inbolve an oxcliangc ot'apprositnatcl! YO0 acrcs ol'i~ind (mostl> sand) soils with jackpine tbrest and poor 
t2ns) for 2026 acres "of grcattr tcological significance and greater economic \.slue," u hich \ v o ~ ~ l d  be added to other prirne natural and 
protected provinci,~l parks :ireas in the region. Sowes says that if'the (;o\crnrent dccides to proceed ~ v i t l i  this land exchange. its intent 
~~ou lc i  bc. to ciohc tile dcdi b! tilt: end of this calcndat- )ear. 
C:lcarly. such :i nioki. \r.ouId be in line with :hc go\crnment '  polic> ofc\p:indilig i.\i:,tinp r;:ltur;il ;irc'.is f j r  grcater protection t)i' 
biodi\crsity, but one cannot help ~bondcring ho~v much ~ ~ l u e  the govei.nriicrit placcs on its silndk Natural ..\rc':ls north and north~ast o f  
f-.dinoriton. especially given thc lhct that sc\cr:ll h a ~ e  heen ra\;~gcd h), tire.; in rccciit year.\, drc pc,,ix~iar wit11 ()IfL'cr.; :iriii ;i!rc;~d li;i\c 
little I c ~ ; I I  prott;cti~~ri. Coi.~~i~~icnccs TO t l ~ i .  f:!-h:\ OII ~kicir lo<;:;. ~i1tc.r 15 ~ C I I ~ S  ~ ) f '~ : e \ \~ , i r~ i '~ I i i~~!  
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