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UCP gutted, divvied up key sections
of vital agency, Lorne Fitch writes.

Probably by the time you
read this, your search will

be endless for the fragments
of the old Fish and Wildlife
Division. It will not exist
under any recognizable name
or department.

This was the Alberta gov-
ernment agency that inven-
toried and assessed fish and
wildlife populations, allocat-
ed opportunity for hunting
and fishing, determined
species atrisk and their
recovery, ran fish hatcheries,
provided hunter training
and conservation education,
enforced fishing and hunting
rules, and, most importantly,
provided advice on proposed
land uses to ensure fish and
wildlife populations were
conserved.

The UCP government has
been stealthily engaged in
the final gutting of what was
left of the Fish and Wildlife
Division. Fish and wildlife

. allocation has been hived off
to Forestry, Parks and Tour-
ism, under the auspices of a
minister who coincidentally
has one of the largest guiding
and outfitting companies in
Alberta. I'm sure that isn’t
a conflict of interest. The
fish culture section (all the
hatcheries) has been sent to

Agriculture and Irrigation,
leaving the species at risk
function behind in Environ-
ment and Protected Areas.

Previous Conservative
governments transferred -
enforcement (the Fish and
Wildlife officers) to the Solic-
itor General’s department.
Much of the fish and wildlife
inventory and habitat devel-
opment function went to the
non-government Alberta

\Conservation Association.
Resource education was
privatized under the Alberta
Hunter Education Instruc-
tor’s Association.

The UCP tout grassroots
democracy and red-tape
reduction. Yet, none of these
recent changes has had any
public consultation, let alone
input from conservation
organizations. As to red-tape
reduction, how parcelling out
the functions of fish and wild-
life management between
four government depart-
ments and two non-govern-
ment organizations makes
things more efficient defies
logic.

These changes are the
equivalent of sending hos-
pitals to Municipal Affairs,
family health to Education,
trauma and emergency ser-
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vices to Transportation, and

diagnoses to Public Safety.
It’s hard to imagine any suc-
cessful business that would
operate on such an unco-or-
dinated and non-integrated
approach.

Like a successful business,
the delivery of government
programs, in the public
interest, needs to function
in an integrated way under
the umbrella of one depart-
mental administration with a
similar purpose and direc-
tion. ‘

For fish and wildlife to be
managed well, there needs to

" be adequate, timely inven-

tories of populations; an
assessment of what the allo-
cation should be to hunting
and fishing interests; ways to
monitor population respons-
es to harvest; robust habitat

~ protection; policy develop-

ment to ensure biodiversity
is always part of government
agendas; responses to the
legal (and moral) require-
ments for species at risk,
with necessary recovery
actions; provision of addi-
tional recreational angling
opportunities through fish
hatchery operations; and,
alevel of enforcement to
ensure rules are followed.
These functions are not
divisible, hinge upon each
other, and can only work as a
unified whole.

How fish and wildlife

fish and wildlife?

management and conserva-
tion will happen, in such a
fractured way, between four
departments, all with dif-
fering mandates, priorities,
and directions is a question
unanswered (it may be the
question was never thought
of at all).

- The real risk is that our fish
and wildlife populations will
slip through the bureaucratic
cracks, the intents for conser-
vation will be weakened, and
red tape will increase with
interdepartmental conflicts
over mandates, budgets, and
staff levels.

I admit some bias in this:
assessment as I was a part of
the Fish and Wildlife Divi-
sion before the hemorrhag-
ing began, when it was still
considered one of the elite
fish and wildlife agencies in
North America.

Like selling provincial
parks and throwing the
Eastern Slopes open to coal
exploration, gutting fish
and wildlife management

- is another example of how

out of touch the UCP is with
Albertans over the conserva-
tion of resources considered
as provincial treasures. It
speaks to a most extraordi-
nary and dangerous hubris.
Lorne Fitch is a professional
biologist, a retired Alberta Fish
and Wildlife biologist, and a
former adjunct professor with
the University of Calgary.



